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January 19, 2021 

Council Meeting Proceedings 
 

Call to Order:  The regular meeting of the Mayor and City Council was called to order on January 19, 2021 at 
7:00 p.m. with Mayor Martin presiding.  
 
Roll Call:  Present: CP Glenn, CM Robertson, CM Zinner, CM Boyer, CM Ringsaker and CM Martin.  
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and the opening prayer by Pastor Lynn Humphries-Russ of 
The Susquehanna Charge of UMC was read by CP Glenn.   
 
Approval of Minutes: 
City Council Minutes – CM Zinner moved to approve the Council Meeting minutes of January 4, 2021.  
Second by CM Ringsaker.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Comments from Citizens on Agenda items:  No comments.  
 
Appointments:  

Street and Traffic Safety Advisory Board – Motion by CM Boyer to reappoint James W. Walker. Second 
by CM Martin. Motion carried 6-0. 

Wage and Benefits – Motion by CM Ringsaker to reappoint Fred Wills, Jr. Second by CP Glenn. Motion 
carried 6-0. 

Water and Sewer Commission – Motion by CM Martin to appoint James E. Clark. Second by CP Glenn. 
Motion carried 6-0.  
 
Oath of Office:  Mayor Martin administered Oath of Office to Police Academy Graduates – Officer 
Christopher Klisavage and Officer Alexis Matose. 
 
Resolutions:  

Calendar Resolution concerning License Agreement at 618 Green Street. (CM Ringsaker) 
A RESOLUTION BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF HAVRE DE GRACE, MARYLAND 
PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 33 AND 34 OF THE CITY CHARTER AND THE LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT ARTICLE OF THE ANNOTATED CODE OF MARYLAND TO AUTHORIZE THE 
MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A LICENSE AGREEMENT FOR CONSTRUCTION AND 
REPLACEMENT OF A COVERED PORCH ON THE CITY RIGHT OF WAY AT 618 GREEN 
STREET. 
A motion to introduce was made by CM Ringsaker with a second by CM Martin. Motion carried 6-0.  CM 
Martin made a motion to adopt Resolution 2021-02. Second by CM Ringsaker. CM Ringsaker introduced 
friendly amendments as follows: page 4 line 99, then to than.  Also on page 8 item 1 then to be changed to 
than.  Roll call vote: motion carried 6-0.  
 
Calendar Resolution concerning Purchasing Card Accounts for City Operations. (CM Robertson) 
A RESOLUTION BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF HAVRE DE GRACE, MARYLAND, 
PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 33 AND 34 OF THE CITY CHARTER AND THE LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT ARTICLE OF THE ANNOTATED CODE OF MARYLAND TO AUTHORIZE THE 
CITY TO OBTAIN VISA CARD ACCOUNTS FOR PURPOSES OF CITY OPERATIONS. 
A motion to introduce was made by CM Robertson with a second by CM Martin. Motion carried 6-0. CM 
Zinner made a motion to adopt Resolution 2021-03. Second by CM Robertson.  Roll call vote: motion carried 
6-0.  
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New Business:  

Budget Amendment 2021-05 Critical Area – Motion to approve by CM Robertson. Second by CM 
Ringsaker. Motion carried 6-0.  

Budget Amendment 2021-06 Legal Fees – Motion to approve by CM Robertson. Second by CM Martin.     
Motion carried 6-0.    

Budget Amendment 2021-07 Susquehanna Hose Company – Motion to approve by CM Robertson. 
Second by CP Glenn.  Motion carried 6-0.  

Budget Amendment 2021-08 Havre de Grace Green Team – Motion to approve by CM Robertson. 
Second by CM Zinner. Motion carried 6-0.  

Letter of Support from Havre de Grace City Council for House Bill 390 Regarding University of 
Maryland – Harford Memorial Hospital Closure – Economic Impact Study – Motion to approve by CP 
Glenn. Second by CM Martin. Roll call vote: motion carried 6-0. CM Ringsaker asked that the link to this be 
made available on the City website and attached to the minutes.    (Link provided below) 

Ice Festival scheduled for March 13 & 14, 2021 – Motion to approve by CP Glenn. Second by CM 
Robertson. Motion carried 6-0. 

Maryland Bass Nation Trail scheduled for April 11, 2021 – Motion to approve by CM Ringsaker. Second 
by CM Robertson.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Directors Report: 

Patrick Sypolt, Director of Administration:  There will be an Administrative Meeting on January 20, 2021, 
beginning at 4:00 p.m.  Please visit the City website to access the agenda and for call-in information should 
you wish to view. For a full listing of events please visit our website: explorehavredegrace.com and 
hdgoperahouse.org.  

Shane Grimm, Director of Planning:  The Board of Appeals will meet virtually this Thursday at 6:30 pm to 
hear the case for a Conditional Use for a Health Care Facility (Assisted Living Facility) at 550 Revolution 
Street.  If citizens would like to participate, information is available on the webpage under the Board of 
Appeals page.  

Erika Quesenbery Sturgill, Director of Economic Development:  The Havre de Grace Office of 
Economic Development was able to testify, virtually, through a Zoom meeting, in favor of HB 390 a bill 
seeking a thorough economic impact study relevant to the closure of Harford Memorial Hospital earlier 
today.  The Havre de Grace Economic Development Advisory Board will be holding a virtual meeting 
tomorrow at 4 p.m., which is available through the City’s website.   A number of us had the pleasure of 
dining in or picking up to go orders from our newest restaurant in Havre de Grace, Water Street Seafood at 
654 Water Street. They are bringing steamed crabs back to Havre de Grace as well as great range of fresh 
seafood with a magnificent water view.   Since we are in the legislative session a number of meetings relevant 
to Economic Development are in the offing including those for the Maryland Economic Development 
Association on January 22, the Maryland Municipal League, International Economic Development Council, 
Rural Maryland Council and Regional Manufacturing Institute; they are all holding virtual meetings over the 
next two weeks.   Lastly, work on the Battery Island Brewing Company at 101 N. Washington Street is 
progressing at an astounding clip. We have numerous facade and fit out applications into the state from our 
various businesses in the Main Street district, but have been experiencing a definite lag in review of these 
applications by the State Department of Housing and Community Development who are also dealing with 
EIDL and COVID funding programs, so we are trying to work with the state on these concerns through 
daily communications.    

George DeHority, Director of Finance:  The current financial condition of General Fund 1, Water/Sewer 
Fund 9 and Marina Fund 8 was presented.  The General Fund balance is $6,818,000 which is $1,767.600 
ahead of budget.  The Water/Sewer Fund balance is $1,817,900, which is a $1,509,300 increase year-to-date.  
The Marina Fund balance is $1,037,500 which is a $211,800 increase year-to-date.  
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Tim Whittie, Director of Public Works:  Updates were given on current projects as follows: Gashey’s 
Creek, and? directional drilling of water line is complete.  Next project is to relocate gas main.  The plans are 
complete for the 12 inch water line from Havre de Grace to Aberdeen.  All permits are approved, 
specifications complete and scheduling of RFP.  The Old Bay Lane waterline is at 90%, the drawing is due 
this week for review.  The replace waterline project at Green and Wilson is at 90%, the drawing is due this 
week. The Girard application for CDBG funds has been submitted to Harford County. The engineering plans 
are complete.  The National Guard Pump Station reviewed 50% drawings. Comments were forwarded on 
January 15, 2021 to RK&K.  There was a Zoom meeting on January 27, 2021 with all Review Agencies for 
phase 1 of the Living Shoreline project. The Francis Street sewer meeting with RK & K at the site was held to 
go over the drawings. The Commerce Street Sewer Project is moving into final engineering.  The Fire 
Hydrant Replacement is to be contracted out.    

Chief Teresa Walter, Havre de Grace Police Department:  Thank you to Mayor Martin for swearing in 
the new officers. Sergeant Dan Petz nominated Pfc Jay Cooper for The National Law Enforcement Memorial 
Fund. PFC Cooper has done a fantastic job. The Polar Bear Plunge for Special Olympics this year has come 
up with virtual plunging this Saturday at 10 am.  Please go to the City of Havre de Grace Police website to 
donate.   
 
Business from Mayor Martin: Former Councilman Richard Tome has passed away. Please join me in a 
moment of silence. COVID numbers have increased to 674 cases in Havre de Grace. Mayor Martin warns we 
are not out of the woods yet. Be mindful, protect yourself and the ones you care about.  Wear your mask, 
social distance and wash your hands.  Vaccine information is available on the City of Havre de Grace 
Homepage or through the Harford County Health Department at 
http://harfordcountyhealth.com/harfordcovidvax.  Mayor Martin wished the 46th president of the United 
States a peaceful transfer of power.  
 
Business from Council: 

Council Member Zinner: CM Zinner prepared remarks to share with all of how and why the year 2021 
arrived with a vengeance for her personally.  This was a personal sharing of feelings full of emotion and 
personal history of conviction in her beliefs. CM Zinner quoted Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. by saying, 
“Darkness cannot drive out darkness, only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate, only love can do 
that”.    

Council Member Robertson:  Thank you council for approving the budget amendments this evening.  A 
fire took place in my neighborhood recently and I was impressed with how the Susquehanna Hose Company 
responded as quickly as they did with all their well trained personnel.  A reminder to all too please practice 
empathy and this world will be a much better place. 

Council Member Martin:  In HDG the water shut offs have increased due to the financial impact of 
COVID-19. Please contact the Havre de Grace Finance Department to discuss payment options.   Harford 
County has funding available through The Residential COVID Water and Sewer Emergency Assistance 
Program.  The program provides financial assistance with water and sewer bills to Harford County residents 
who have experienced a financial loss due to the COVID 19 pandemic. Anyone who is past due on their 
water and sewer bill or who needs financial assistance to help pay their bill in November or December should 
review the application and program guidelines at www.harfordcaa.org.  This program is based on a first come 
first serve basis and available until funds are exhausted.  Currently no restrictions are in place for riding 
horses on the Joe K trail.  Please use courtesy if riding a horse on the trail.   

Council Member Ringsaker:  This weekend is the Robert Burns weekend here in Havre de Grace.  Thank 
you to the Susquehanna Hose Company for fighting the fires and rescue efforts recently for boaters stranded 
and in need of water rescue. Youth Hunting Day is February 6th.  Please take a kid hunting and carry on the 
tradition.    

Council Member Boyer:  Thank you to all who have volunteered to support our community.  On behalf of 
the Green Team, I thank all for the votes this evening that help greatly.  Thank each of you for your well 
wishes on my mom’s recent surgery.  She is doing much better.    
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Business from Council President Glenn:  Thoughts and prayers go out to the families of Mike Miller and 
Richard Tome.  Mike Miller was a true statesman that served approximately four decades as a Maryland state 
senator.  Richard served on this dias approximately 20 years ago and was instrumental in championing the 
annual Duck Drop. They both will be sorely missed, but not forgotten.  Special thanks go out to the 
Susquehanna Hose Company. The beginning of 2021 has been challenging with countless working fires and 
water rescues.  It reinforces that we are so fortunate that they are always available when we need them most. 
To all the Susquehanna Hose Company Volunteers, thanks for your tireless dedication and selfless service, 
and best of luck to the new line of 2021 officers who were recently elected by their colleagues. 
 
Comments from Citizens: No comments. 
 
CP Glenn made a motion to adjourn at 9:03 p.m. with a second by CM Martin.   
Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Video recording of the City Council Meeting may be viewed online through Harford Cable Network 
or City of Havre de Grace YouTube channel.  
 
House Bill 390 URL – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F5UG-RUovTY&feature=youtu.be 
 
Respectfully submitted by,  
Resa Laird 
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