
Notice: Any comments made after 5:00 p.m. on the Thursday before the 
Council Meeting will not be seen in the agenda packet. 

Purpose: ☐ FYI

☒ Read and Comment as Needed

☒ Action Required by April 17, 2023

☐ In Confidential File Drawer

Approve: 

Casi Boyer  Yes  No  No Comment
Comment: 

Dave Martin  Yes  No  No Comment
Comment:  

Jim Ringsaker  Yes  No  No Comment
Comment:  

Jason Robertson  Yes  No  No Comment
Comment:  

Tammy Lynn 
Schneegas  Yes  No  No Comment
Comment:  

Carolyn Zinner  Yes  No  No Comment
Comment:  

Note: N/A 
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Sub ject:  Ordinance 1104 concerning Approving, Affirming, and Ratifying the
Agreement to Supply Municipal Water to the City of Aberdeen
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CITY COUNCIL 1 

OF 2 

HAVRE DE GRACE, MARYLAND 3 

 4 

ORDINANCE NO. 1104 5 

 6 

 7 

Introduced by    Council President Ringsaker       8 

 9 

 10 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF 11 

HAVRE DE GRACE ADOPTED PURSUANT TO THE AUTHORITY 12 

OF ARTICLE XI-E OF THE MARYLAND CONSTITUTION, THE 13 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ARTICLE OF THE ANNOTATED CODE 14 

OF MARYLAND AND SECTIONS 33 AND 34 OF THE HAVRE DE 15 

GRACE CITY CHARTER, FOR THE PURPOSE OF APPROVING, 16 

AFFIRMING, AND RATIFYING THE AGREEMENT TO SUPPLY 17 

MUNICIPAL WATER TO THE CITY OF ABERDEEN 18 
 19 

 20 

On:  April 3, 2023   21 

at:   7:00 p.m.   22 

Ordinance introduced, read first time, ordered posted and public hearing scheduled. 23 

 24 

 25 

PUBLIC HEARING 26 

A Public Hearing is scheduled for  April 17, 2023 at 7:00 p.m.  27 

 28 

 29 

 30 
EXPLANATION 

Underlining indicates matter 

added to existing law. 

[Bold Brackets] indicate matter 

deleted from existing law. 

Amendments proposed prior to 

final adoption will be noted on a 

separate page with line 

references or by handwritten 

changes on the draft legislation. 

 31 

  32 
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 WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of Havre de Grace (“Havre de Grace”) and the 33 

City of Aberdeen (“Aberdeen”) (the “Parties”) were engaged in negotiations over the course of 34 

two years beginning in 2018, concerning the terms and conditions by which Havre de Grace would 35 

provide Aberdeen access to its municipal water supply at a cost savings from what was previously 36 

paid under a contract with Harford County. 37 

 38 

WHEREAS, after months of negotiation the Parties entered into an agreement effective 39 

June 16, 2020, outlining the acceptable terms and conditions by which Havre de Grace could 40 

supply Aberdeen with municipal water, which agreement attached as Exhibit A (“Water 41 

Agreement”). 42 

 43 

WHEREAS, the Agreement was approved by a City Council vote of 6-0 upon a motion 44 

from Council Member Martin at the June 15, 2020 Havre de Grace City Council meeting. 45 

 46 

 WHEREAS, due to unforeseen delays in the supply chain and unexpected price increases, 47 

the installation of the Havre de Grace portion of the water transmission line, which is a prerequisite 48 

to supplying Aberdeen with municipal water under the terms and conditions set forth in the 49 

Agreement, has not been completed. 50 

 51 

WHEREAS, Havre de Grace is currently in the process of completing installation of the 52 

Havre de Grace portion of the water transmission line as part of its obligation under the Water 53 

Agreement, and is negotiating access to the County water meter vault located off Robinhood Road. 54 

 55 

 WHEREAS, in an abundance of caution in view of the above referenced delays, and due 56 

to recent case law clarifying the scope of municipal authority, Havre de Grace seeks to approve, 57 

affirm, and ratify the Water Agreement by adoption of this Ordinance. 58 

 59 

 NOW THEREFORE, it is this _____ day of _______________ 2023, determined, 60 

decided, and ordained by a majority of the City Council members that: 61 

 62 

The Agreement between Havre de Grace and Aberdeen dated June 16, 2020 is 63 

hereby approved, affirmed, and ratified in all respects and the Mayor and City 64 

Council of Havre de Grace, through the Mayor and Director of Public Works, shall 65 

proceed with completion of the project as promptly as possible. 66 

 67 

ADOPTED by the City Council of Havre de Grace, Maryland this ___ day of ____________, 68 

2023. 69 

 70 
SIGNED by the Mayor and attested by the Director of Administration this __ day of 71 

______________, 2023. 72 

 73 

ATTEST: MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 74 

 OF HAVRE DE GRACE  75 

 76 

    77 

Stephen J. Gamatoria William T. Martin 78 

Director of Administration Mayor 79 

 80 
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 81 

Introduced/First Reading: 4/3/2023 82 

Public Hearing:  83 

Second Reading/Adopted:  84 

 85 

Effective Date:   86 

 87 

Legislative History:  88 

See Minutes of City Council Meetings dated January 6, 2020, June 16, 2020, January 24, 2021, 89 

March 1, 2021, and October 7, 2022. 90 
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EXHIBIT A 
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